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From the beginning, the human race has
sought be be wise.  Wisdom was seen
as a treasure to gain in the earliest

times.  “The woman saw that the tree was
good for food, pleasing to the eyes, and
desirable for gaining wisdom” (Gn 3:6).
Adam and Eve, while yet in harmony with
God in paradise, seemed to realize that
wisdom belonged to God and to possess it
would be “to be like God”.
     At that time, it was the Ancient Serpent,
the devil, who dangled the bait that would lure
the original couple down the pathway of
destruction.  The deceivers methods have
never changed.  Just a brief survey of all the
modern cults and New Age tactics will reveal
that the first offering is usually some form of
“secret wisdom”.  The Evil One is still setting
the hook and reeling in unsuspecting souls.
It’s all so delightfully deceptive.  The road to
hell has always been littered with the spiritual
corpses of those who were convinced that they
should travel the pseudo highway to ‘being
one’s own god”.
     It is, of course, God’s will that the people
He created to be in His “likeness and image”
be partakers of His wisdom.  Wisdom belongs
to God and it is His to share. As we read in
Sirach 1:1, “All wisdom comes from the Lord
and with him it remains forever”.  The Lord
is very pleased to pour out His wisdom upon
those who are willing to befriend Him.  “To
whom has wisdom’s root been revealed?  Who
knows her subtleties?  There is but one, wise

and truly awe-inspiring, seated upon his
throne: It is the Lord; he created her.  He has
poured her forth upon all his works, upon
every living thing according to his bounty he
has lavished her upon his friends” (Sir. 1:
5-8).

   The history of the quest for wisdom is
fraught with problems.  The error of Adam
and Even echoes down through the corridors
of time.  They were deceived into thinking
that wisdom could be gained by accessing
knowledge.  If that were true, every age would
be much wiser than its predecessor.  People
in this present age would be wise beyond
belief.  We can access knowledge about nearly
anything with a few clicks in a search engine.
I just typed in “how to boil and egg”.  I got
961,000,000 answers.  It is true that good and
Godly knowledge is essential for growth, but
it takes wisdom to constructively apply the
knowledge.  Wisdom has been well defined
as: “Knowledge of what is right or true
coupled with just judgement as to action.”  A
priest friend of mine use to say that, “We can
be educated beyond our intellect”.  The
Apostle Paul spoke about those who were
“everlearning, and never able to come to the
truth” (2 Tim. 3:7).  It has been said that
“Knowledge is horizontal.  Wisdom is
vertical-it comes down from above.”
     So, what about our quest for wisdom?
Where will we find it?  WISDOM BEGINS
WHEN WE RECOGNIZE GOD AS THE
ABSOLUTE SOURCE OF WISDOM!  We
must resist the human  inclination to trust in
ourselves.  “Trust in the Lord with all your
heart, And do not lean on your own
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understanding.  In all your ways acknowledge Him, and
He will make your paths right”(Pr 3:5-6).  If we are to
live a life marked by the blessing of wisdom, we must
know that He commands our respect, our undivided
attention, “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of
wisdom; A good understanding have all those who do
His commandments; His praise endures
forever” (Ps 11:10).

  Our quest for wisdom then must entail
asking Him for wisdom and believing
that He greatly desires to share this gift
with us.  This is exactly what we are
instructed to do in the Epistle of James,
“But if any of you lacks wisdom, he
should ask God who gives to all
generously and ungrudgingly, and he
will be given it.
But he should ask in faith, not doubting, for the one who
doubts is like a wave of the sea that is driven and tossed
about by the wind.  For that person must not suppose
that he will receive anything from the Lord, since he is
a man of two minds, unstable in all his ways” (James
1:5-8). We see from this passge that there is a God who
“gives” (the Greek verb denotes a continual giving).
Just as the sun constantly gives off light–so also God
pours out His wisdom upon those who admit that they
are lacking and ask.  Notice that God gives
“generously”, there is not a “wisdom crisis” in heaven:
there is more than enough to meet our every need.  The
Greek language denotes an individual attention, a
customized wisdom for each one-of-a-kind uniquely
created child.
     It is clear that we must ask with confidence, not
doubting, knowing that the Lord will answer.  Perhaps
the classical biblical example of one asking for wisdom
is found in King Solomon when he lifts his heart and
mind to the Lord and says, “So give your servant an
understanding heart to judge Your people and to discern
between good and evil.  For who is able to judge this
great people of Yours” (1 Kg 3:9).  And God answered
him by saying,  “Because you asked for this—you did
not ask for a long life for yourself, nor for riches, nor
for the life of your enemies—but you asked for
discernment to know what is right—I now do as you
request. I give you a heart so wise and discerning that
there has never been anyone like you until now, nor
after you will there be anyone to equal you. In addition,
I give you what you have not asked for: I give you such
riches and glory that among kings there will be no one
like you all your days.” I Kg 3:11-13.  God was pleased
that Solomon had asked for wisdom, therefore He also
gave him riches and a long life.  Jesus emphasizes this

same truth when He says, “But seek first His kingdom
and His righteousness; and all these things shall be
added to you” (Mt 6:33).  Wisdom is thinking and living
as God intended us to live.  If we ask God for wisdom
on how to please Him, He will satisfy our deepest need.
Most of us have no problem believing that God wants

to give us joy or peace.  In the same
manner, God has decreed that His will
is to give us the wisdom which allows
us to apply knowledge to everyday life.
     One of the key ways of receiving
from God the wisdom we ask for is by
studying His Word.  It is thus that the
psalmist tells us how he gleaned the
riches of wisdom.  “How I love your
law, Lord! I study it all day long. Your

commandment makes me wiser than my foes, as it is
forever with me. I have more insight than all my
teachers,  because I ponder your testimonies. I have
more understanding than my elders, because I keep your
precepts. I keep my steps from every evil path, that I
may observe your word. From your judgments I do not
turn, for you have instructed me. How sweet to my
tongue is your promise, sweeter than honey to my
mouth! Through your precepts I gain understanding;
therefore I hate all false ways. Your word is a lamp for
my feet,  a light for my path” (Ps 119:97-105).

 Because of wisdom gained from God’s Word, David
could have victory over his adversaries.  He knew more
than prestigious teachers not acquainted with God’s
word, he was wise far beyond his years and he walked
a path that would earn him a title bestowed by god “the
apple of my eye”.

How can one know if one is living a life characterized
by widsom?  James gives us a standard by which we
can measure our state.  I simply need to read it and ask
myself:  “Do I measure up?”
     “Who among you is wise and understanding? Let
him show his works by a good life in the humility that
comes from wisdom. But if you have bitter jealousy and
selfish ambition in your hearts, do not boast and be false
to the truth. Wisdom of this kind does not come down
from above but is earthly, unspiritual, demonic. For
where jealousy and selfish ambition exist, there is
disorder and every foul practice. But the wisdom from
above is first of all pure, then peaceable, gentle,
compliant, full of mercy and good fruits, without
inconstancy or insincerity. And the fruit of
righteousness is sown in peace for those who cultivate
peace. (James 3:13-18).

There is no
“wisdom crisis”

in heaven”



Ukrainian Refugee Relief Project
We are so very grateful to our regular Co-Missionary
partners and all those who responded to our simple
appeal for donations to help out in the ongoing crisis
resulting from the evil invasion of Ukraine.

 We were somewhat taken aback by the outpouring
of generosity.  Thus far  we have received and
forwarded over $40,000..  We have absorbed all fees
associated with the wire transfers so as to insure that
every dollar donated went straight to the front line
efforts in Slovakia.  Slovakia is a small country and
has thus far recorded 307,772 refugees entering the
country.

 Our work with Renewal Ministries has taken us to
Slovakia every year for the past twenty-five years.
We have many friends there.  The Maranatha

Community is a large community of  Catholics with  very strong
discipleship programs.  When the crisis erupted, they immediately
went into action.  Along with many other volunteer groups and
organizations, aid stations were set up at border check points.
They opened their homes and many have been harboring refugees

for weeks.  Others are  being transported to further
destinations where they wish to go.  Rental housing
and temporary safe places to sleep and eat are being
arranged.  Thousands of  pounds of survival needs
are being provided: sleeping mats, blankets, food,
water, medicine, diapers, toys for children, etc.
Spiritual needs are addressed and the love of Jesus
is being shared.  (Cont. Page 4)

Supplies collected at the John Paul II Center in
Presov, Slovakia.

Supplies are loaded on trucks night and day
at the warehouse.  Volunteers come as they

can, many of them also carrying on with
their jobs and family obligations.



      In this photo report, you will not find photos of the many personal encounters our friends are having with the
refugees themselves.  The multitudes are arriving in a state of trauma and shock.  They are predominately elderly
and moms with children.  Our friends in Slovakia explained that they just do not have the heart to take photos of
these severely distress people.  They feel it would be violating the privacy of a people who are at  their most
vulnerable.  I’m sure you understand.

 Please know that our friends in Slovakia and those that they minister to are extremely grateful for your
sacrificial love.

 Volunteers prepare small bags of food for immediate relief.

Above: Border Crossing

The effort soon overwhelmed the John Paul II
Center, thus a warehouse was rented to facilitate

sorting and shipping.

Above:  A staging area is set up at the rectory of a Greeek
Catholic church on the border.

Right:  Foam rubber sleeping
mats, diapers, food and water
are collected at the warehouse.



PARISH MISSION
     We were so blessed in the
opportunity to share a week long
Lenten Parish Mission which
brought together three  parishes in
Jacksonville, FL.  The mission ven-
ue was at St. Pius V.  The roots of
this parish go back to 1919 when it
was first established as the first
parish for black Catholics in Jack-
sonville.
        Although the skies opened and
the rain poured every day,  the
faithful parishioners came for every
session.  Their receptivity, partici-
pation, and hospitality was beyond
measure.  Thanks to Fr. Bernar-
dine, the pastor of the three parish-
es, for inviting us to be a part of
what the Holy Spirit is doing.  It is
such a joy to witness a people so
eager to reach out and apprehend
the Word of God with hearts so
open.

Wisdom?—– by Jean Marie
     When I learned Tom was going to write this Proclaimer on Wisdom, I got this sinking feeling.
Let’s write about God’s Love or His faithfulness, or how about His power.  I’m all in for that…but
Wisdom?...not so much.  I’m not smart enough to attempt that.  Then I read what he wrote and
two things jumped out at me: “a customized wisdom for each one-of-a-kind uniquely created
child.”  and “His will is to give us the wisdom which allows us to apply knowledge to everyday
life.”  When it comes to Wisdom, I most definitely am a child and living an everyday life.
So, I asked our Lord to remind me when did I pray for Him to help me know what I should do in
difficult times and how did He give me His Wisdom.  And He did.  As I looked back, not only
did He guide me through difficult times but also those everyday smaller things.  And as the Lord
brought these times to mind, I recognized immediately the presence of His Wisdom because I saw

in each situation that  “The wisdom from above is first of all pure, then peaceable, gentle, compliant, full of mercy and good
fruits, without inconstancy or insincerity.” I saw clearly how this played out in those situations.  Now my heart is full of joy
because I knew He has always been with me, helping me, guiding me.  But now I have an insight to the incredible gift of
His Wisdom not only to me but to those involved in my situations.  His Wisdom blesses all of us.  It makes things right
where otherwise the enemy would have prevailed and caused so much more pain.  How powerful is that!  How faithful is
our God!  And how very much He loves us!

Photo: a few of the faithful parishioners.

     Just before the New Year, we had the opportunity of sharing
a retreat with a group of people preparing for the Sacrament of
Confirmation.  The retreat was for the people of St. John the
Evangelist in Interlachen, FL.  Interlachen is a rural parish in
central Florida with many migrant workers.
     We give thanks to John and Pegi Mathe, parishoners, who
spent many hours preparing these believers for the Sacrament.
Many were recent converts and although there were teenagers
and adults, few had had the opportunity to learn the most basic
things of the faith up until most recent times.  Their joy and tears
gave testimony to the seriousness of the precious gift they were
receiving.  This is Catholic evangelization at it’s best.



Tom Edwards Evangelistic Assoc., Inc.
P. O. Box 2113, St. Augustine, FL  32085

Tel: (904) 471-8672    Email:  goyetomedwards@att.net
www.catholicevangelization.homestead.com

Dear Friends,
      Would you please prayerfully consider a regular commitment of spiritual and financial support by
becoming a Co-Missionary with us.  We will keep you updated in our special quarterly letter to all Co-
Missonaries.  We also send a supply of addressed return envelope as per your need.  We can also receive your
support via most credit cards using the Paypal link (above if you are on-line) , or go to the PayPal link on our
web page (see below).  You do not need a PayPal account.  Go to
https://goyetomedwards.wixsite.com/parishmission.   There you can make a tax deductible gift on a one time
basis or as a reoccurring amount according to your desire.  Donations of stock can be made through our
brokerage account.  Contact us for specifics.

You are welcome to join in on our Monday night Joyful
Family Prayer Group.  Ninety minutes of praise, prayer, Bible
teaching & fellowship.  Join us live at The House of Prayer. 30
Ocean Ave., St. Augustine, FL–-7:00 PM.

OR:  Join us via a ZOOM link on your own device.  You are just a click away.  All we
need is your Email address.  Send it to goyetomedwards@gmail.com. You will

then receive the weekly invitation with the link to click on.

You do not need a Zoom account to join meetings as a participant.

Weekly Prayer
Group

ZOOM on in
INVITE

PLEASE PRAY FOR

our 2022 Renewal Ministries
Mission to the East African
country of Tanzania.  We will
be conducting events in three
dioceses .  This will be our
twenty-third outreach to this
country.  July 12-Aug. 3

https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=H3TUSQHX7M7NY
mailto:goyetomedwards@att.net
www.catholicevangelization.homestead.com
https://goyetomedwards.wixsite.com/parishmission
mailto:goyetomedwards@gamil.com.

