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T here arose a wind from the LORD
that drove in quail from the sea and
left them all around the camp site, to

a distance of a day’s journey and at a depth
of two cubits upon the ground.  So all that
day, all night, and all the next day the people
set about to gather in the quail. Even the one
who got the least gathered ten homers of
them. Then they spread them out all around
the camp.  But while the meat was still
between their teeth, before it could be
chewed, the LORD’s wrath flared up against
the people, and the LORD struck them with
a very great plague.  So that place was named
Kibroth-hattaavah, (Graves of Greed)
because it was there that the greedy people
were buried. (Numbers 11:31-34)

  “The graves of greed”!  What would it
take to have such a horrible epitaph
memorialized in Holy Scripture forever?
According to one historian, Sulpitius, the
number of people upon whom this judgement
fell was 23,000.  Psalm 78:31, in making
reference to this event, tells us that is was the
strongest and the youngest  upon whom the
death dealing pestilence fell (God’s anger
flared up against them,and he made a
slaughter of their strongest, laying low the
youth of Israel).

The preceding verses of Numbers 11
reveals that these chosen people had received
an abundance of God’s blessings.  They had
been richly sustained by manna, a rich, tasty

bread of life.  In spite of this miraculous
provision day after day, they chose to murmur
and complain.  They showed great disdain for
the providential care God had provided.  They
had witnessed a mighty pouring out of God’s
Holy Spirit upon their seventy elders  What
was their response?  They murmured,
complained, groaned and criticized.  They
refused to trust God for their present moment.
They asked for meat and God sent them tons
of quail to eat.  But they gathered the quail
and hoarded it lustfully. Even  the one who
got the least picked up 60 bushels. The
abundance of provision was met with a
voracious and gluttonous unleashing of lustful
actions.  There is no mention of thanksgiving.
They were given more than enough, but
enough was never enough. In acting in such
intemperance, they called down a judgement
of death and bought an express ticket into the
“graves of greed”!   Do you suppose there
has ever again been an example of  such  a
blessed people being consumed with
consumerism?
     Jesus gave a very brief, yet very poignant
lesson to his followers one day:  Someone in
the crowd said to him, “Teacher, tell my
brother to share the inheritance with me.”
He replied to him, “Friend, who appointed
me as your judge and arbitrator?” Then he
said to the crowd, “Take care to guard
against all greed, for though one may be
rich, one’s life does not consist of
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possessions.” (Luke 12: 13-15).  Jesus refused to be
manipulated into arbitrating a family squabble fueled
by the lust for wealth.  How many times does the
dividing of an inheritance result in bitter family feuds
that may never be healed?  Jesus continued by relating
a story about an absolute fool.  “There was a rich
man whose land produced a bountiful harvest.  He
asked himself, ‘What shall I do, for I do not have space
to store my harvest?’ And he said, ‘This is what I shall
do: I shall tear down my barns and build larger ones.
There I shall store all my grain and other goods and
I shall say to myself, “Now as for you, you have so
many good things stored up for many years, rest, eat,
drink, be merry!” But God said to him, ‘You fool, this
night your life will be demanded of you; and the things
you have prepared, to whom will they belong?’
Thus will it be for the one who stores up treasure for
himself but is not rich in what matters to God”(Vs.
16-21). Obviously, this man had no ability to hear the
words of Jesus.  His ears were filled with the wax of
wantonness. His elaborate retirement plan turned out to
be for one day. Once again, the “grave of greed” laid
claim to another soul.

We note that Jesus warned against the many forms
of greed and they are many.  Consider the greed that
manifest itself in hoarding.  It stems from the inability
to “let go” and “let God”.  Hoarding is a form of slavery.
It fails to recognize that it is God who can provide for
the birds of the air and clothe the flowers of the field
that need not worry or toil.  We have a Father in heaven
that really care about us.
     There is a greed that manifest in overspending.
Credit card debt leads people into a sort of debtors
prison and destroys lives and relationships.  The
relentless bombardment of advertising and the constant
flow of catalogues appearing in the mail beckon one to
keep on buying even when one has to rent storage space
for the things we no longer have room for.
     How about the greed that rises from a sense of
entitlement.  Entitlement says, “I have a right to possess
these things simply because I can, I deserve it”.
   The greed that is born out of comparison is
manipulative indeed.  No matter how much or how
luxurious my “stuff” may be, I always see something
better.  Thus, I cannot be content or thankful for what I
have.  What falsely seems to be an accent to the bigger
and the better may in the end be a disastrous decent into
the “grave of greed”.

   Of course, it is in accord with God’s plan that one
work and the goal of acquiring food, clothing, and
shelter is a good and Godly goal.  It is God’s good
pleasure to bless the work of our hands and to cause our

efforts to prosper.  What he does desire is the be the
ruler of our hearts.  It is not money that God opposes,it
is the love of money.  It is when things divert us from
dependence upon Him that we go astray.  Our goal in
life is not to accumulate riches, but rather to establish
our treasure in heaven that is secure for eternity. The
words of Proverbs 23:4-5 points us to the way “Do not
wear yourself out to gain wealth, cease to be worried
about it;  When your glance flits to it, it is gone! For
assuredly it grows wings, like the eagle that flies
toward heaven.”
     Most every one of us will be engaged in the battle
that rages between the love of money and the love of
God.  Money or things is the great rival for our hearts.
Jesus said, “No servant can serve two masters.  He will
either hate one and love the other, or be devoted to one
and despise the other. You cannot serve God and
mammon.” (Luke 16:13)  Love of  money will impede
spiritual grown, because of it one can not love God with
the whole heart, soul, mind, and strength.  For this
reason the Apostle Paul wrote: “Put to death, then, the
parts of you that are earthly: immorality, impurity,
passion, evil desire, and the greed that is idolatry.”
(Col. 3:5).

  A classic Old Testament illustration of the destructive
power of greed is found in  I Kings 21.  Ahab was a less
that stellar King of Israel.  He was wicked and rich.  He
married a wicked pagan named Jezebel and was won
over to her false gods.  Ahab had great land holdings
and a palace inlaid with ivory.  He had another palace
in Jezreel.  One day in looking out his window, he gazed
upon a nearby vineyard belonging to a man named
Naboth.  Ahab desired the vineyard and offered to buy
it from Naboth.  Naboth, however, could not sell the
vineyard obtained by inheritance from his father.  It was
against God’s law to do so.  Ahab was enraged and
counseled with his evil wife, Jezebel.  Together they
devised a plot to bring false accusations against Naboth.
They conducted a kangaroo court resulting in Naboth
being put to death and Ahab seized the property.
     But, nothing escapes the all seeing eye of God.  Ahab
was guilty of much and this deed was the last straw.
The demise of Ahab and Jezebel was foretold through
the prophecy of Elijah.  The grim  message predicted
that the two would die violently.  The dogs would eat
up their flesh and lick up their blood.  Soon, the
prophecy came to pass.  There was nothing left of
Jezebel’s remains except her skull, her hands and her
feet.  Those remains which spoke of her evil thoughts,
evil deeds, and evil walk were then scattered like dung
on a certain plot of land in Jezreel.  The vineyard
obtained thorough “lust for the more” had become her
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TANZANIA MISSION–-Coming up (July 12-Aug 4)

     Our  Renewal Ministries Tanzania  mission will involve rallies, pro-life workshops, youth workshops, Sisters
Retreats, and more.  Following  the 27 hours of air travel, we will embark on a journey that will take us to three
different dioceses, two of which we have never been.  In the past 23 years we have worked in 19 of the 33 dioceses.
We will have many hours of grueling travel in our minibus.  The first week will be in the remote diocese of
Tunduru-Maasai.   The diocese is 75% Islam religion and less than 2% Catholic.  Following, we will travel to the
Diocese of Songea.   We will then travel to the Northern Diocese of Same.  Our schedule there will include a day
in the village of Ruvu Marwa.  You may recall that we gathered donations for ten years to build a beautiful new
church where there had been a mud brick and grass structure.  Finally, we will be able share with the pastoral
villagers in the new parish of St. Thomas the Apostle.

 We are sensing a great need for a lot of intercessory prayer to undergird this outreach.  Below, are the dates
from beginning to end.  We humbly ask that you commit to praying and/or fasting for all aspects of the mission.
If you would like to return the calendar to us, please do so and we will in turn solicit all of our Tanzanian brothers
and sister to pray for you and your needs.

Above:  Tom with parishioners of old church in Ruvu
Marwa in 2011.  Below:  Consecration day of new
church, St. Thomas the Apostle on Nov. 18, 2021

Right:

Certificate of
Appreciation

Right:

  St. Thomas the
Apostle Church at
Ruvu Marwa
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 On June 4th., we were happy to join
Sr. Joan Rodrigues DLJC in presenting
a Power in the Spirit Pentecost Seminar
at Our Lady of Divine Providence
House of Prayer in Clearwater, FL.
Our focus was “Growing in the Gifts”
with an emphasis on the call for every
believer to “get on board” with the
active exercise of their spiritual gifts
and talents.  In the midst of a worldly
system that is becoming increasingly
dark, each one is  called by Jesus to be actively engaged in
doing their part to announce and witness to the Kingdom of

Tom & Jean Marie
Edwards

Jean Marie shares in the “Power in the Spirit
Seminar”—-Clearwater, FL

UPCOMING EVENTS

  July 12-Aug. 4––
Tanzania–-Dioceses

of   Tunduru-Maasai,
 Songea, and Same.

  Sept.–Ireland–-Dates to
 be determined.

  Oct. 12-28–Slovakia–-
 Presov Fire Rally and
 other venues.

Behind the Bars and Beyond the Veil by Jean Marie
     Recently, our jail finally opened up for ministry to the inmates .  My friend,
Cheryl, and I were so blessed to go in with the women.  These women are
experiencing the complete loss of everything that they had.  For some it’s a
temporary loss; for others it’s lasting; for all, it is painful. We were with three
different groups an hour each and during those three hours two things were
very clear. First, no matter where they were in their relationship with God, when
they took their eyes off Him, the enemy had an open door.  And without God’s
grace and wisdom, their lives fell apart. Second,
no matter where they were in their relationship
with God, He makes all things new.  What a
tremendous joy to witness the living God moving
in broken hearts right before our eyes receiving
lost souls back into His waiting arms. It is also a
sobering thought to realize there but for the grace
of God go I … and maybe you.

YOU MAY HAVE NOTICED

     Several years ago, one of our former pastors, a priest greatly loved, was making ready to build a beautiful
new sanctuary.  At that time the projected cost was 5 million. As Father introduced the project to the congregation,
he began by saying, “I’ve got some good news and some bad news.  First the good news:  “We are building a
new church, the cost will be 5 million, and we already have the money.  Now, the bad news: the money is still
in your pockets”!  The beautiful church was built and paid off in short order.

    YOU MAY HAVE NOTICED—-Everything has become more expensive.  That includes everything associated
with sustaining and carrying on with this ministry of 48 years.  We continue to go forward.  Please prayerfully
consider how you can be a part.  We are very appreciative.

LOOKING FOR INSPIRATION?  SEARCH YOUTUBE FOR OUR ORGANIZATION!

https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=H3TUSQHX7M7NY
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