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Tom Edwards Evangelistic
Assoc., Inc.

—-a ministry of lay Catholic evangelization & mission–-

Forty-six years
of

Full time outreach

WE ARE NOT YET FINISHED

 It has been one of those years, has it
not?  It would be easy to think in “lock
down” terms and be dismayed .  But, let
us shout out “Merry Christmas, unto us a
Savior has been born!”  Just now a
missionary friend, a fellow lay Catholic
evangelist, called me from Romania.  Like
so many, his travels have been severely
limited.  However, he wanted to share with
us about some new opportunities that
have suddenly opened up.  His Bishop has
invited him to teach online about the
principles of evangelization.  Also, the
Catholic radio station has asked him to do
a fifteen week series on the same topic.
He has not yet finished the race.

 Jean Marie and I were just
remembering some of those things that lie
behind, that which we have experienced
and can only attribute to the marvelous
hand of God moving us along.  For the
sake of those of you who might not know
some of our history, here’s a little recap.

 Tom Edwards makes his home in St.
Augustine, Florida, USA. Tom has two
adult children---a son and a daughter, both
married, nine grandchildren and one great
grandchild. After a marriage of 50 years,
Tom’s wife Pam, a holy woman of God
and founder of the Marian Servants of the
Blessed Sacrament, passed away. Tom

is now remarried to Jean Marie. Tom was
baptized and raised a Roman Catholic.  In
1974, after working several years in retail,
Tom resigned from his management
position to answer a call to full-time
ministry. This step soon evolved into an
international mobile outreach of lay
Catholic evangelization with an emphasis
on the preaching and teaching of the Holy
Scriptures.  For fifteen years, he
crisscrossed North America in a motor
home going from parish to parish. He
made multiple journeys to Alaska
including Eskimo villages on the Bering
Sea and hundreds of miles from the
nearest road.   His conference speaking,
retreats, and the presentation of parish
missions has been widely received
throughout the United States, Belize,
Brazil, Bahamas, England, Wales,
Canada, Slovakia, Czech Republic,
Romania, Kazakhstan, Jamaica, Ghana,
Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania, Cameroon,
South Africa and Asian countries. Tom's
goal always is to allow the living Word of
God to become applicable to one’s life
today.  In 1995, Tom began to network
with Renewal Ministries of Ann Arbor, MI,
serving as a Country Coordinator for
foreign missions.  Tom founded the Tom
Edwards Evangelistic Assoc, Inc.  in 1979.
The ministry is focused chiefly on the
Catholic world with an emphasis on the
teaching and preaching of the Holy
Scriptures, evangelization, and mission at
home and abroad.  The weekly Joyful
Family Prayer Group has gone through
many phases in the last forty-five years
but continues today.  With Covid -19 crisis,
we have become a hybrid meeting with
some meeting live with proper restrictions
and others joining in virtually.  The
meetings now originate at the St.
Augustine House of Prayer and
Evangelization Center.  This year, our



scheduled parish missions and overseas
outreaches were canceled.  We actually
purchased flights four times trying to get to Africa,
but each time our plans were thwarted by the
world situation.  As of the present, we are full
throttle in plans for 2021 with confidence that the
doors will once again open as God wills.

 Jean Marie Edwards was raised
in a large Irish Roman Catholic
family.  Jean Marie’s first husband,
Bud, passed away in the year
2000. She is mother to four married
adult children (a daughter and three sons) and
grandmother to eleven. Now married to Tom,  she
continues to be actively involved in the
evangelization and missionary work. Jean Marie
has spearheaded pro-life efforts in the United
States as well as African and Eastern European
countries. She has a long time passion for saving
the lives of babies in the womb. Her work with a
team from Operation Rescue led to over 100
babies being saved from the abortion mills in
California. The task of praying at abortion clinics
in the face of great hostility,  resulted in her being
arrested several times and eventually being
sentenced to nearly three months of incarceration
in California jails. While in the jails and enduring
very harsh circumstances, she started prayer
ministry and bible studies to fellow inmates. Her
experience there later led her to involvement in a
diocesan based jail ministry to male and female
prisoners. For fourteen years, she carried the love
and the Word of God to the incarcerated in
California. She continues that work today in St.

Augustine, FL.  Throughout the years,  she has
teamed on many parish sponsored retreats for
both men and women including Cursillo, Acts,
Charismatic, Confirmation, and Parents for Life
which is an outreach of LifeTeen.
  We are so thankful that many of our
supporters have remained faithful, even in the

midst of their own difficulties.  Not
only have they helped us continue
to avail ourselves of the ministry
opportunities that the Lord puts
before us, but also to share a portion
with other ministries doing heroic
works in some of the most destitute

places and harsh conditions.  Those who receive
our quarterly Co-Missionary update letter may be
a bit more aware of  our efforts to produce a
harvest even when the sun does not shine so
brightly.  We want you to know that as this ministry
continues into its forty-seventh year of full-time lay
Catholic evangelization and mission, WE ARE
NOT YET FINISHED !!

 As you can well imagine, the current pandemic
crisis has had quite a dampening effect on the
support that our normal ministry activity generates.
Nevertheless, we take heart in the fact that we are
serving a God who knows our every need.  We
are quite confident that the Lord is in complete
control.  In the big picture, he remains sovereign
over all aspects of life.  That would include the
economy, the political powers, the social and
cultural world, the church, the climate, and
everything that moves and has breath.  “The eyes
of the LORD are in every place, keeping watch on
the evil and the good. (Prov. 15:3)

Why is the following scriptural promise true?
“My God will fully supply whatever
your need, in accord with his glorious

riches in Christ Jesus. (Phil. 4:19) Don’t you
know that there are many who do not seem to
experience the fulfillment of this promise at all?
So what’s going on?  Is the promise true or not?
It’s an honest question to ask. The verse is often
quoted with no consideration for the context.
 Perhaps the better question to ask would be:
Why and for whom is this promise true?  Now, take

note of the context!  What does the Apostle Paul
say about the believers of the Church of Philippi?
“Still, it was kind of you to share in my distress.
You Philippians indeed know that at the
beginning of the gospel, when I left Macedonia,
not a single church shared with me in an
account of giving and receiving, except you
alone.  For even when I was at Thessalonica
you sent me something for my needs, not only
once but more than once. It is not that I am
eager for the gift; rather, I am eager for the
profit that accrues to your account.  I have

The Giving Truth



received full payment and I abound. I am very
well supplied because of what I received from
you through Epaphroditus, “a fragrant aroma,”
an acceptable sacrifice,* pleasing to God” (Phil.
4:15-18)

Imagine, out of all the churches that the Apostle
Paul founded and sacrificed for, only the
Philippians chose to send him comfort and support
during a difficult imprisonment.  They also
supported his other missionary endeavors.  As
Paul explains, because they were willing to invest
in God’s account, they were now in a position to
receive the blessings that  God would cause to
accrue to their account.  When this one faithful
church supported the missionary work of Paul, it
was likened to the Old Testament meat offerings
that were sacrificed.  Those offerings arose to the
throne of God as a sweet smelling oblation, an
acceptable sacrifice well pleasing to God.
Because of their sacrificial generosity, they could
now be absolutely promised: “My God will fully
supply whatever your need, in accord with his
glorious riches in Christ Jesus.”   Later, others
like the Church at Corinth, would learn and
embrace this truth. (I Cor. 16:1-3)
 This truth is in complete accord with what the
Apostle Paul taught the believers in the church of
Corinth in regard to giving.  The Apostle Paul sent
others to receive an offering that had been readied
by the church in Corinth.  Paul was very concerned
that this offering would be given from the heart as
a bountiful gift, not as an obligation or like a tax
that was being exacted. ( 2 Cor. 9:5)
 This brings us to the parallel teaching on giving.
“Consider this: whoever sows sparingly will

also reap sparingly, and whoever sows
bountifully will also reap bountifully.  Each
must do as already determined, without
sadness or compulsion, for God loves a
cheerful giver.  Moreover, God is able to make
every grace abundant  for you, so that in all
things, always having all you need, you may
have abundance  for every good work. (2 Cor.
9:6-8)

This simple agrarian illustration is pregnant with
lessons to learn regarding our giving plan.
Consider:
 1.  Like a tiny seed of grain that is sown, the
crop produced may be exponentially  returned.
 2.  Our giving plan is not haphazard or without
thought.  It is predetermined in prayerful   thought.
 3.  Giving is not by compulsion.  It is not by arm
twisting or manipulation.  It flows from the “want
to” of a generous spirit.  The word "grace" is used
6 times in chapters 8 and 9 of 2 Corinthians and
giving is viewed as a Christian "grace."
 4.   True giving is not grievous or begrudging.
It is a joy.  God loves a “cheerful giver”.
Interestingly, the word “cheerful” in the Greek text
is “hilaros”. It’s a wondrously hilarious act of the
heart and mind.
 5.   Thus, God is able to make every grace flow
to you.  Enough for your own present needs and
plenty left over for all kinds of good works.  WOW!
The Giving Truth permeates the whole of the
scriptures:  Perhaps the Apostle Paul captures the
essence of this truth when he reminds us that
Jesus said, “‘It is more blessed to give than to
receive.” (Acts 20:35).

Will you Prayerfully Consider?

 Yes, it’s the season when we focus on the nearly unfathomable gift that God has given:
“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him
might not perish but might have eternal life.” (John 3:16)  This is the ultimate “giving truth”
that inspires the end of the year giving by millions of people.  We humbly ask that you
consider the ministry of Tom Edwards Evangelistic Assoc., Inc. in your giving plan.  Please
use the form on page four or go to one of our web sites and use the PayPal link (most credit
cards accepted).               (Note:  Annual contribution statements are mailed in January.)

Check it out:  Video Teachings on our New YouTube Channel:

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCxxyVoj-mYVu3_PrXzZ7R1Q


 Please send us your written prayer request.  They will be placed in our prayer basket in
our home and afterward in our prayer basket at the Joyful Family prayer meeting.

Merry Christmas &

    Blessed New Year Tom & Jean
Marie

Edwards

—----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Co-Missionary Intention

 Dear Tom & Jean Marie,

 As the Lord enables, I (we) will stand with you in support of the ministry that our God has
called you to.  We will:  (Please circle you choice(s).

 1.  Keep you and your work in my (our) prayers

 2.  Enclose this seasonal gift__________________

 3.  Count on our regular donation of $___________ monthly, bimonthly, annually

NAME:_______________________________________________________________

ADDRESS____________________________________________________________

CITY:__________________________________ST.______ZIP__________________

EMAIL:____________________________________PHONE:___________________

Please send me your Quarterly update  along with:

Return addressed envelopes :  (1)____(2)____(3)____ (Or, I will arrange auto pay)

Please include prayer request on separate paper.

—-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Tom Edwards Evangelistic Assoc., Inc., P. O. Box 2113, St. Augustine, FL  32085

Tel: (904) 471-8672    Email:  goyetomedwards@att.net,     www.catholic evangelization.homestead.com

 https://goyetomedwards.wixsite.com/parishmission.

https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=6RRYZCSYKT46S
www.catholicevangelization.homestead.com
https://goyetomedwards.wixsite.com/parishmission

