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 There is a story about a farmer
who died.  He was a selfish and
cantankerous man and he left

a will which designated the devil as the
sole heir to his farm.  For months, there
was much consternation and legal
wrangling amongst a bevy of attorneys
over how to resolve this dilemma.
Finally, a judge decided that the best
way to execute the will was to let the
farm grow up in weeds.  The weeds
would take over the once fruitful fields,
the house and buildings would slowly
crumble, and the farm implements would
rust away.  In short, the best way to
leave the farm to the devil was to do
nothing.
 The story is relevant to the scripture
above.  Righteous people, the children
of the kingdom, have always struggled
with the problem of evil in the world.  It
can be very frustrating to “live in the
world”, but not “be of the world”.  Why is
it?  Many would ask!  We pray, we seek

to be good citizens, we obey the laws,
we reach out to others with mercy, and
yet it seems that the “children of the
devil” prevail.  The seeds, the dirty
deeds of the enemy, are multiplying
exponentially.  Greed is wreaking havoc,
lust has replaced love, minds are
perverted.  Jealousy and envy destroy
relationships.  The family is attacked,
torn apart, even redefined.  An entire
future population is snuffed out while yet
in the womb.  The weak and the elderly
are deemed to be expendable.  Pride is
exalting the idolatrous worship of self.
Much of this happens in plain view,
encouraged and promoted by many of
the people who gain authority. To the
“children of the kingdom”, it is apparent
that much of our society is topsy-turvy,
inside out. The world is quickly falling
into a state of total blindness while
exclaiming, “Finally we are enlightened!”
Indeed, we have arrived at that day
when the majority will deem “good” to be
“evil”, and “evil” to be “good”.  They
change darkness into light and light into
darkness.  They change bitter into

He said in reply, "He who sows good seed is the Son of Man, the field is the world,
the good seed he children of the kingdom. The weeds are the children of the evil one,
and the enemy who sows them is the devil. The harvest is the end of the age, and the
harvesters are angels. Just as weeds are collected and burned (up) with fire, so will
it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send his angels, and they will collect
out of his kingdom all who cause others to sin and all evildoers. They will throw
them into the fiery furnace, where there will be wailing and grinding of teeth. Then
the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Whoever has ears
ought to hear (Matthew 13:37-43).
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sweet, and sweet into bitter. (Isa.5:20) Indeed, the
one whom Jesus called “the ruler of this world” (Jn.
12:31) is very busy. He never rests from
manipulating those at his beckoning. The weeds
and dirty deeds appear to threaten the very
existence of the Church, the children of the
kingdom, the sowers of good seed.
 There would be reason for despair if not for
the lesson that Jesus taught us.  The scripture
passage above is Jesus’ own interpretation of
the parable that is often called “The Wheat and
the Tares” (Matt. 13:24-30).  Jesus explains the
sly tactics of the evil one.  The tare (a plant also
known as darnel) is nearly identical to the wheat
during its growing stage.  It is slightly toxic and
narcotic.  If ingested, it causes dizziness and
nausea.  The roots of the tare become intertwined
with the good wheat.   Rooted up, it would
destroy the wheat before the grain became
mature. Thus, the farmer had no option except
to wait until harvest at which time the tares were
separated, bundled, cast into the fire and burnt.

 Patience, however, does not mean being
complacent or indifferent about evil.  As in the story
about the man who willed his farm to the devil, the
best way to insure a deadly crop of weeds is to do
nothing.  The claim to being a person of faith must
be authenticated by a faith that is at work.  Every
Christian has a vocation.  Pope John Paul II made
it abundantly clear in his Apostolic Exhortation on
the Vocation and Mission fo the Lay Faithful
(Christfideles Laici).  He wrote:  “A new state of
affairs today both in the Church and in social,
economic, political and cultural life, calls with a
particular urgency for the action of the lay faithful.
If lack of commitment is always unacceptable, the

present time renders it even more so.  It is not
permissible for anyone to remain idle.” (Sec 3).
Being a people of the Blessed Hope, we are to
heed the words of the Apostle Paul: “Therefore,
my beloved brothers, be firm, steadfast, always
fully devoted to the work of the Lord, knowing that
in the Lord your labor is not in vain (I Cor. 15:58).
 One must take the necessary actions to remain
spiritually awake.  “The night is far advanced, the
day is at hand.  Let us then throw off the works of
darkenss and put on the armor of light (Rom.
13:12).”  Note in the parable of the wheat and the
tares–-”While everyone was asleep his enemy
came and sowed weeds all through the wheat, and
then went off” (Matt. 13:25).  God has equipped
every one of his children to be about productive
toil in some manner.  He has given natural talents
and special gifts to insure that his purpose is
carried out. One must pray for guidance and the
help of the Holy Spirit that these gifts and talents
not be wasted.  The Father has willed the Kingdom
of God to His children.  They are joint-heirs with
Christ Jesus.  Let us remember the encouraging
words of Jesus in times when the enemy appears
to have the upper hand and darkness seemingly
prevails; “But when these signs begin to happen,
stand erect and raise your heads because your
redemption is at hand.” (Luke 21:28)  In only a
moment, the angels will come and the final
separation of the tares and the wheat will occur.
The final recorded testimony of Holy Scripture calls
out in triumph––”Yes, I am coming soon”.
Amen!  Come Lord Jesus!  The grace of the
Lord Jesus be with all” (Rev. 22:20-21).

The Battle is the Lord’s
By Jean Marie

As I watch the news in this troubling time, I can feel myself becoming more and more
angry, almost to the point of feeling physically sick.  I turn away from it and try to pray,

really just wanting to make it go away.  But it doesn’t.  I pray for the Lord to do something, intervene.
But it’s getting uglier and uglier. The strength of the evil I see taking so many people in and captive
under its power scares me. But a blessing comes when feeling that fear finally brings me back to reality.
What really is this all about?  Who really are the key players?  Satan and God.  Who does my family
and I belong to? God. Who is all powerful? God.  So, good!  God, go get him!
  It would be so sweet if it was that easy.  But there’s most definitely a battle for all that is good
going on.  There are Commanders and there are soldiers.  At Confirmation, we were anointed Soldiers
of Christ. When filled with the Holy Spirit, we are given powerful gifts.  As soldiers, we are to be obedient
to our Commander, giving him our total trust and loyalty.  And as soldiers, we are equipped, trained,
commanded, and expected to enter the battle.  Turning away cannot be an option.
 We know we must put on the armor and activate the weapons for spiritual battle that are revealed
in Eph 6:13-17.  (Cont. Page 3)



A Gift for You
(Six talks drawn from the Holy Scriptures)

Do not be Afraid, Standing with a God who
Stays, The Great Invitation, Release of the Hidden
Splendor, Proclaiming Jesus as Lord, Threads of
Trial-Fabric of Life.

Absolutely free!  Just let us know and we will
send them post haste.  Contact us by mail, email,
or telephone.  All of our contact information is on
the back page of this newsletter.  Let us know
where you would like them sent.

These six powerful talks are in MP3 format.
They will be sent to you on one CD.
    You can play these files on most any computer.
Most CD players will not play them.  Easily transfer
them to a USB flash drive and play them on most
new audio systems in cars or entertainment centers.
Or, use a regular MP3 player.
      If you can only use regular CD’s, choose two of
the topics and we will send you two CD’s free.

Itinerary
August 3-17–Road Trip USA–Midwest and East Coast–We plan to see old friends and share the gospel as spontaneous opportunities
arise.

Oct. 6-22––-Singida, Tanzania––––-Mission (Rallies and Workshops)–Our Renewal Ministries team is ready to go.  The country is
now open, the planes are again flying, the brothers and sisters there are making preparations.

Sept. 14-26––Holy Land Pilgrimage

Nov. 9-23––-Slovakia–-Various events in cities, towns, villages, schools.

We continue to reach out via publications, Zoom prayer meetings, recordings, telephone and personal witness.

Free

Finally, draw your strength from the Lord and from his mighty power. Put on the armor
of God so that you may be able to stand firm against the tactics of the devil. For our
struggle is not with flesh and blood but with the principalities, with the powers, with the
world rulers of this present darkness, with the evil spirits in the heavens. Therefore, put
on the armor of God, that you may be able to resist on the evil day and, having done
everything, to hold your ground.  So stand fast with your loins girded in truth, clothed
with righteousness as a breastplate, and your feet shod in readiness for the gospel of
peace.  In all circumstances, hold faith as a shield, to quench all [the] flaming arrows of
the evil one.  And take the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the
word of God.

 The weapons given by God are not the worlds’ weapons. Rather, they are so much more.  The
Apostle Paul tells us:  “...for the weapons of our battle are not of flesh, but are enormously powerful,
capable of destroying every pretension raising itself against the knowledge of God…” (2 Cor
10:4-5). God is intervening.  He’s given us our orders:   Do not be afraid, know the God you serve, make
full use of the armor given for this very purpose, take every thought captive in obedience to Christ, and
love your neighbor as yourself.  And always remember, the victory belongs to the Lord.

REQUESTING YOUR PRAYERS
Like most everyone else, we have experienced cancellations of most every scheduled event thus far this year.  However, we

continue to trust the Lord to open doors as He wills.  In that spirit we have rescheduled events, rebooked flights, and reordered
logistics.  Please pray that the Lord will make straight our path, protects us from all evils, and cause spiritual fruit to come forth.
Pray that travel restrictions that bar entry to the countries will be dropped.



Tom Edwards Evangelistic Assoc., Inc.
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Note:  Annual Contribution Statements are sent  in January (a 501 C3 org.)

Dear Friends,
 We give thanks for those who responded to our last appeal and committed to the support of this ministry.
As we enter the 3rd quarter of this year we continue to trust that the Lord will help us overcome what seems
will be a likely deficit in this years’ income/expense ratio.
     Would you please prayerfully consider a regular commitment of spiritual and financial support by
becoming a Co-Missionary with us.  We will keep you updated in our special quarterly letter to all
Co-Missonaries.  We also send a supply of addressed return envelopes as per your need.  We can also receive
your support via most credit cards using the Paypal link (above if you are on-line) , or go to the PayPal link
on our web page (see below). You do not need a PayPal account.—––––––––––––––––––––––-
—–https://goyetomedwards.wixsite.com/parishmission.   There you can make a tax deductible gift on a one
time basis or as a reoccurring amount according to your desire.  Donations of stock can be made through
our brokerage account.  Contact us for specifics.
—-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Tom & Jean Marie,
       Count on us to support the work with a donation of: _______Monthly_______Bimonthly__________Quarterly___________as able

Name:_________________________________Address____________________________________City________________________

State__________________Zip___________   Please mail to address below or email us.

Prayer Against Coronavirus

 Lord Jesus Christ, our Divine Physician, we ask you to guard
and protect us from Coronavirus COVID-19 and all serious illness.
For all that have died from it, have mercy; for those that are ill
now, bring healing.  For those searching for a remedy, enlighten
them; for medical caregivers helping the sick, strengthen and shield
them.  For those working to contain the spread, grant them success;
for those afraid, grant peace. May your precious blood be our
defense and salvation.  By your grace, may you turn the evil of
disease into moments of consolation and hope.  May we always
fear the contagion of sin more than any illness.  We abandon
ourselves to your infinite mercy.  Amen

Prayer courtesy -Pedro de la Cruz © 2020

To order holy cards with this and other COVID-19 prayers, please visit
 www.CatholicPrayerCards.org

https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=H3TUSQHX7M7NY
mailto:goyetomedwards@att.net
http://catholicevangelization.homestead.com/
https://goyetomedwards.wixsite.com/parishmission

