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The Bad Side of the Good News

 I was really hesitant to title this article
such as I have.  But, it seems
something is impelling me to

emphasize a dimension of the truth which is
indeed an important revelation when dealing
with “the whole counsel of God!”

 I think many believers would agree that
a judgement has come upon the whole world.
We are witnessing ominous times in which
God is seeking to get the attention of a world
that is plummeting  toward doom in a
spiritual death spiral.  At the forefront of my
mind is America, the land that I love, a land
that has been so bountifully blessed.  In light
of God’s revelation, those blessings seem to
be being over run by a curse.

 This should not come as a great surprise
to anyone.  Today, I was reviewing the
biblical passage that deals with God’s Word
to a favored people.  This is the final Word
that God gives to Moses.  Moses is 120 years
old and at death’s door.  The Lord has him
reiterate a summary of the law along with the
blessings and curses it carries.  Moses will
present this Word one last time to the people
of God and ask them to choose exactly what
they want , be it Blessing or Curse.  I am
referring to Deuteronomy 28.  The first
fourteen verses of this chapter catalogue the
blessings God will bestow upon the obedient.
I encourage you to pick up your Bible and
read these verses.  The last fifty-five verses
enumerate the many curses that will be the
consequence of disobedience to God’s ways.

 Unless you are are an avid Bible reader,
you may not be familiar with these curses

pronounced by a God who is perfectly good
and whose essence is pure love.  It is not
likely you will read or hear these words
anywhere else.  It’s the bad side of the Good
News and I submit it to you as it reads
verbatim in the New American Catholic
Bible.  ALERT!  It’s not a pretty picture.

Curses for Disobedience.
 But if you do not obey the voice of the
LORD, your God, carefully observing all his
commandments and statutes which I give you
today, all these curses shall come upon you
and overwhelm you: May you be cursed in
the city, and cursed in the country! Cursed
be your grain basket and your kneading
bowl! Cursed be the fruit of your womb, the
produce of your soil and the offspring of your
livestock, the issue of your herds and the
young of your flocks! May you be cursed in
your coming in, and cursed in your going
out!

Sickness and Defeat.
 The LORD will send on you a curse,
panic, and frustration in everything you set
your hand to, until you are speedily
destroyed and perish for the evil you have
done in forsaking me. The LORD will make
disease cling to you until he has made an end
of you from the land you are entering to
possess. The LORD will strike you with
consumption, fever, and inflammation, with
fiery heat and drought, with blight and
mildew, that will pursue you until you perish.
The heavens over your heads will be like
bronze and the earth under your feet like
iron. For rain the LORD will give your land



powdery dust, which will come down upon you from the heavens until you are destroyed. The LORD will let you be
beaten down before your enemies; though you advance against them from one direction, you will flee before them in
seven, so that you will become an object of horror to all the kingdoms of the earth. Your corpses will become food for
all the birds of the air and for the beasts of the field, with no one to frighten them off. The LORD will strike you with
Egyptian boilss and with tumors, skin diseases and the itch, from none of which you can be cured. And the LORD will
strike you with madness, blindness and panic, so that even at midday you will grope in the dark as though blind, unable
to find your way.

Despoilment.
  You will be oppressed and robbed continually, with no one to come to your aid. Though you betroth a wife, another
will have her. Though you build a house, you will not live in it. Though you plant a vineyard, you will not pluck its
fruits. Your ox will be slaughtered before your eyes, but you will not eat its flesh. Your donkey will be stolen in your
presence, but you will never get it back. Your flocks will be given to your enemies, with no one to come to your aid.
Your sons and daughters will be given to another people while you strain your eyes looking for them every day, having
no power to do anything.  A people you do not know will consume the fruit of your soil and of all your labor, and you
will be thoroughly oppressed and continually crushed, until you are driven mad by what your eyes must look upon.
The LORD will strike you with malignant boils of which you cannot be cured, on your knees and legs, and from the
soles of your feet to the crown of your head.

Exile.
 The LORD will bring you, and your king whom you have set over you, to a nation which you and your ancestors
have not known, and there you will serve other gods, of wood and stone, and you will be a horror, a byword, a taunt
among all the peoples to which the LORD will drive you.

Fruitless Labors.
 Though you take out seed to your field, you will harvest but little, for the locusts will devour it. Though you plant
and cultivate vineyards, you will not drink or store up the wine, for the worms will eat them. Though you have olive
trees throughout your country, you will have no oil for ointment, for your olives will drop off. Though you beget sons
and daughters, they will not remain with you, for they will go into captivity. Buzzing insects will take possession of all
your trees and the crops of your soil. The resident aliens among you will rise above you higher and higher, while you
sink lower and lower. They will lend to you, not you to them. They will become the head, you the tail. All these curses
will come upon you, pursuing you and overwhelming you, until you are destroyed, because you would not obey the
voice of the LORD, your God, by keeping his commandments and statutes which he gave you. They will be a sign and
a wonder for you and your descendants for all time. Since you would not serve the LORD, your God, with heartfelt joy
for abundance of every kind, in hunger and thirst, in nakedness and utter want, you will serve the enemies whom the
LORD will send against you. He will put an iron yoke on your neck, until he destroys you.

Invasion and Siege
 The LORD will raise up against you a nation from afar, from the end of the earth, that swoops down like an eagle,

a nation whose language you do not understand, a nation of fierce appearance, that shows neither respect for the aged
nor mercy for the young. They will consume the offspring of your livestock and the produce of your soil, until you are
destroyed; they will leave you no grain or wine or oil, no issue of herd, no young of flock, until they have brought
about your ruin. They will besiege you in each of your communities, until the great, fortified walls, in which you trust,
come tumbling down all over your land. They will besiege you in every community throughout the land which the
LORD, your God, has given you, and because of the siege and the distress to which your enemy subjects you, you will
eat the fruit of your womb, the flesh of your own sons and daughters whom the LORD, your God, has given you. The
most refined and fastidious man among you will begrudge his brother and his beloved wife and his surviving children,
any share in the flesh of his children that he himself is using for food because nothing else is left him—such the siege
and distress to which your enemy will subject you in all your communities. The most fastidious woman among you,
who would not venture to set the sole of her foot on the ground, so refined and fastidious is she, will begrudge her
beloved husband and her son and daughter the afterbirth that issues from her womb and the infants she brings forth
because she secretly eats them for want of anything else—such the siege and distress to which your enemy will subject
you in your communities.



Plagues.
 If you are not careful to observe all the words of this law which is written in this book, and to fear this glorious
and awesome name, the LORD, your God, the LORD will bring upon you and your descendants wondrous calamities,
severe and constant calamities, and malignant and constant sicknesses. He will bring back upon you all the diseases
of Egypt which you dread, and they will cling to you. Even any sickness or calamity not written in this book of the
law, that too the LORD will bring upon you until you are destroyed. You who were numerous as the stars of the heavensf

will be left few in number, because you would not obey the voice of the LORD, your God.
Exile.

 Just as the LORD once took delight in making you prosper and grow, so will the LORD now take delight in ruining
and destroying you, and you will be plucked out of the land you are now entering to possess. The LORD will scatter
you among all the peoples from one end of the earth to the other, and there you will serve other gods, of wood and
stone, which you and your ancestors have not known. Among these nations you will find no rest, not even a resting
place for the sole of your foot, for there the LORD will give you an anguished heart and wearied eyes* and a trembling
spirit. Your life will hang in suspense and you will stand in dread both day and night, never sure of your life. In the
morning you will say, “Would that it were evening!” and in the evening you will say, “Would that it were morning!”
because of the dread that your heart must feel and the sight that your eyes must see.

The LORD will send you back in ships to Egypt, by a route which I told you that you would never see again; and
there you will offer yourselves for sale to your enemies as male and female slaves, but there will be no buyer. These
are the words of the covenant which the LORD commanded Moses to make with the Israelites in the land of Moab, in
addition to the covenant he made with them at Horeb (DEUT. 28:15-65)

 One can find in the study of history that all of these curses have been experienced by the human race.  It all
happens when people set themselves up to be their own gods and take it upon themselves to determine what will be
their good and evil.  In our day, many church congregations have declined numerically.  Whole groups of believers
have decided that God is there for them to obtain what they desire materialistically: He will help us satisfy our appetites
and passions.   Isaiah the prophet spoke into a society that had degenerated into a place where they claimed their vices
as virtues.  What was evil they called good, what was good was called evil.  Consider the “change agents” which
have permeated our culture and have peddled the wholesale prostitution of language in our day under the guise of
such labels as “political correctness”, “gender correctness “, and such.  Now, we are witnessing an  army of hostile
voices that seek to “cancel out” anyone or anything that dares to disagree with them.

 One wonders if we are not very near the time that the Apostle Paul warned about:  “For the mystery of lawlessness
is already at work. But the one who restrains is to do so only for the present, until he is removed from the scene.  And
then the lawless one will be revealed, whom the Lord [Jesus] will kill with the breath of his mouth and render powerless
by the manifestation of his coming,the one whose coming springs from the power of Satan in every mighty deed and
in signs and wonders that lie, and in every wicked deceit for those who are perishing because they have not accepted
the love of truth so that they may be saved.  Therefore, God is sending them a deceiving power so that they may believe
the lie, that all who have not believed the truth but have approved wrongdoing may be condemned. (2 Thes. 2: 7-12)
This, “lawless one”, that the Apostle Paul refers to is none other than the “anti-christ” that appears at end of the age,
the one who opposes and hates all God that teaches and all that  Jesus the Messiah is.

 Lest we end on a negative note, let’s remember that Jesus our Savior, Jesus the Redeemer, Jesus the soon coming
King will put an end to wickedness once and for all.  Nothing happening now is outside the scope of God’s control.
The key for each one of us remains the same as the in the final days of Moses.  The same two choices remain.  We
can choose to follow Jesus, the incarnate Word of God.  We can choose to walk in His ways and yield in obedience
to His calling.  Moses introduced the “blessings” by saying “Now, if you diligently obey the voice of the LORD, your
God, carefully observing all his commandments which I give you today, the LORD, your God, will set you high above
all the nations of the earth.” NOW, MAKE HASTE TO OPEN YOUR BIBLE AND READ THE FIRST
FOURTEEN VERSES OF DEUTERONOMY 28.  THE “GOOD NEWS” IS AMAZING.
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Your Support is Vital

Your support is so important to sustaining this ministry. If at all possible, please prayerfully
consider a financial gift this month. You may use the enclosed envelope or see our PayPal link on our
web sites which allows use of  most major credit cards. For all donations, we are very grateful. Send
along your prayer request.  We pray for them daily.

Thoughts from Jean Marie

When Tom asked me if I wanted to write anything
in the newsletter, I asked him what he was writing on.
When he told me Deuteronomy 28, I got my Bible and
read it.  Then promptly told him , “No thanks!”  Over
these past two years as discussions come up about the
things happening in our country and around the world
and what the Lord might be saying to us, I immediately
go to that safe place where the God I know and love will
quickly change things back to “normal” and we’ll all
live safe, peaceful, loving lives again.  I think I’d make
a very good turtle.  But I wasn’t called to be a turtle and
tuck me head in my shell.  I was made to be a child of
God and as one, I have to listen to everything He says
if I am to grow close and know Him.  I have to
understand the seriousness of what He is trying to tell
me.  Just like our children who don’t like to hear the
warnings we try to make them aware of, I don’t like to
hear these things from my Father.  Probably why I’m a
child of God and not an adult of God!

So, as I bring these verses reluctantly to prayer, I
remember whose presence I am in and who loves me.

I know He sees my fears and
arguments and what I want the
verses to say but I also know He sees
my heart.  I trust He will let me know
that He is Lord of it all and He has a
path through it all for us.  And
through whatever He is doing, many
more will come to know Him and
His love for them.  Saving us all is
what He is always about.

I decided to write these thoughts
in case some of you are like me and aren’t quite ready
to fully embrace these verses. I don’t thing we’re alone.
But as believers and lovers of our Lord, I do believe He
will take us as we are and bring us into deeper trust and
understanding of how to go through it all with Him until
one day we will see His Glory.  As Tom and I continue
to pray, you will all be in our prayers that together we
will remain faithful and loving servants to our God who
can be trusted and believed in all His Words!

Missions––Hopefully Going Forth

 As I write this newsletter, our Renewal Ministries mission team is ready for a July 4 departure to the East
African country of  Tanzania.  Our flights and visas are in place.  Hours  and hours of work have gone into
preparation  to  conduct events in the Diocese of Singida.  Our schedule includes large outdoor preaching rallies,
pro-life workshops, priests & sisters retreats, and more.  BUT, WE NEED YOUR PRAYERS!

 Recently, the President of Tanzania died.  The new President has instituted very strict Covid-19 testing
requirements  for foreigners entering the country.  On the surface, the requirements look impossible for us to
meet within the time frame and mandated procedures specified by the government.

 The Bishop who invited us and the brothers and sisters in country are excited  and filled with zeal.  They
desperately want us there.  They know the obstacles we are facing.  Please help us by joining your prayers with
theirs.
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