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(25) “There will be signs in the sun, the
moon, and the stars, and on earth nations
will be in dismay, perplexed by the roaring
of the sea and the waves.  (26) People will

die of fright in anticipation of what is
coming upon the world, for the powers of

the heavens will be shaken. ( 27)  And then
they will see the Son of Man coming in a

cloud with power and great glory. ( 28) But
when these signs begin to happen, stand
erect and raise your heads because your
redemption is at hand.” (Luke 21: 25-28)

 The prophetic warning was spoken by
Jesus to his disciples.  Like many such
words, the prophecy has immediate as well
as far reaching implications.  There is little
doubt that it applied to the terrible
destruction that would soon befall
Jerusalem.  There has since been many
terrible moments in history which have
shaken the nations.  It would seem that our
present dilemma, the crisis of worldwide
pandemic, would qualify.  It is generally
agreed by theologians that a final and
ultimate fulfillment is somewhere on the
horizon.  We are not strangers to the
tsunami of catastrophic news that bombards
us each day.
 I cannot help but think that the current
pandemic crisis acts as a portent of things
to come.  We can easily understand how a
relatively few people in positions of power
can exercise near total control of the entire
population of the world.  Suddenly, like a bolt
of lightning out of the blue, the masses of
the people find themselves in lock down.
The motivation for this lock down is
seemingly good, that is, to keep us safe.
But it’s not hard to imagine that the same
thing could occur under much more ominous

motivations. Indeed, the New Testament
spells out such a scenario. Revelation 13
speaks of an evil ruler (a spirit of anti-christ
and referred to as a “beast”) who will dictate
a system that seeks to exterminate all
vestiges of the holy and divine.  His name
is numerically associated with the number
666.  This passage has given rise to much
speculation throughout the ages and the
Scripture itself warns that “wisdom is needed
here”.  His rule is linked to total control over
the ability to buy and sell.  I find it interesting
that this present crisis may likely be a final
step which leads to a cashless world.  After
all, who wants to touch virus contaminated
bills and coins?  Already, some businesses
are insisting that payment be in credit cards
or digital transfer.  Many countries, some we
would consider very under developed, are
already paying for most everything through
their cell phones.  The present situation has
given a whole new meaning to “filthy lucre”.
 The need for “tracking” is much in the
news.  Many in our society are advocating
that this be mandated to keep us all safe of
course.  Communist China is and has been
orchestrating what will likely be the model.
Two hundred million video cameras (one for
every seven people) record the movements
of the population.  Facial recognition
technology can locate any one individual as
fast as you can think of that person.  A
personal credit system has been instituted
for every person.  Do something good that
the government likes---you get a reward
credit.  Step out of line—you get a demerit.
Get a negative rating and you are
blacklisted.  No more passports, maybe no
more travel anywhere at all. The
government brags about its freedom of
religion.  But what’s the definition?



Thousands of crosses are being ripped off of churches.
Marian shrines are destroyed.  Many Protestant and
Catholic churches are bulldozed to the ground.  Images
of the Pope must be removed and replaced with the
pictures of political rulers.  Disobedient priests suddenly
disappear.  Dissenters are taken in for months of
re-education.  Illegal gatherings of worship bring swift
retribution.  Homes and buildings are confiscated.
Priest and others are put out on the streets.  Traditional
hymnals are replaced with nationalistic songs praising
the government.  The leaders call it the sinicization of
the church.  Young people under age eighteen are no
longer allowed in the church.  It is against the law for
even parents to teach their children religion.  School
teachers are forced to stand at the entrance of churches
to turn back all who are underage.  I ask: Do we see
any signs of these things happening in seed form where
we live?  Anybody missed going to church lately?
 So, are there things to fear?  Yes, lots of things!
Who amongst us is not concerned about the terrible
virus that wreaks havoc in our midst?  We do not deny
the reality of hardship, suffering, and the pain of losing
a loved one.  How are we to respond to these realities?
Does it not shake the hearts of parents and
grandparents to think that our children and
grandchildren may be subjected to such anti-Christian
thought and action? In a newly published biography,
retired Pope Benedict XVI said the Catholic Church is
threatened by a “worldwide dictatorship of seemingly
humanist ideologies.”  We are not to be paralyzed or
rendered hopeless in the face of such circumstances.
A prophetic warning came through Cardinal Wojytla
(who would become Pope John Paul II) as he was
speaking during the Eucharisitc Congress in 1976 for
the Bicentennial celebration of the signing of the
Declaration of Independence.  He said, “We are now
standing in the face of the greatest historical
confrontation humanity has ever experienced.  I do not
think that the wide circle of the American Society, or
the whole wide circle of the Christian Community realize
this fully.  We are now facing the final confrontation
between the church and the anti-church, between the
gospel and the anti-gospel, between Christ and the

antichrist.  The confrontation lies within the plans of
Divine Providence.  It is, therefore, in God’s Plan, and
it must be a trial which the Church must take up, and
face courageously…”

 Regardless of the times, whether past, present or
future, the council that Jesus shares with his disciples
in any age is applicable.  In this present moment, while
the world strives to escape an unseen, microscopic
enemy, Jesus calls his people to “stand erect and raise
your heads”, because the full experience of your
personal redemption draws ever closer.  When things
are looking down (scary, dangerous, destructive), then
“look up”, meaning to be cheerful, pleasant, hopeful
and peaceful.  Be anticipating your deliverance and
salvation.  Know that your Redeemer draws close.
 This same truth is expressed in the Epistle of
James.  Writing to a people of the dispersion, a people
undergoing persecution and distress, James tells the
believers to “Consider it all joy, my brothers, when you
encounter various trials, for you know that the testing* of
your faith produces perseverance. And let perseverance be
perfect, so that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in
nothing.” (James 1: 2-4)
   The words of Psalm 121 come to mind:  “I raise my
eyes toward the mountains from whence shall come
my help?  My help comes from the LORD, the maker
of heaven and earth.  He will not allow your foot to slip,
or your guardian to sleep.  Behold, the guardian of
Israel never slumbers nor sleeps.  The LORD is your
guardian; the LORD is your shade at your right hand.
By day the sun will not strike you, nor the moon by night.
The LORD will guard you from all evil; he will guard
your soul.  The LORD will guard your coming and going
both now and forever.”

Every trial that comes our way is also a test of our
faith.  While we rarely seek such a trial or test, they do
come.  They are a part of life.  Each test, nearly always
an unpleasant experience, presents an opportunity to
grow stronger in faith and thereby give glory to God.
Let us embrace the words that Jesus gives us.  When
things are looking down, it’s time to look up!

Behind the  Bars and Beyond the Veil by Jean Marie

The end of March brought many changes in our lives and in the lives of the inmates.  We received word that
all activities which required “outsiders” that serve in the jail were being canceled.  That included GED classes,
AA meetings, meetings with lawyers, etc.  So, of course, all religious groups were included.  As of now, the
order still stands.  The blessing is that walls cannot keep the Lord out.  The difficulty is that sometimes we need

that human connection.  Some of you reading this have probably been experiencing your own “jail time”.  Or at least the
isolating feeling and reality of losing choices of where we’ll go and what we’ll do.  Staying away from those we love is
especially painful.  But like I said, walls cannot keep the Lord out.  We have the beautiful, life saving gifts of faith and hope.
Most inmates do not.  They don’t know Jesus or his Word that is so alive to us and keeps us going.  I would ask you today
to consider offering up the hardships this virus has brought to you and give them to our Lord in joyful trust that he will take
them and bring blessings and comfort to those who need him.  We can’t give them that human touch but thanks be to our
God, our prayers and offerings can bring them much more…our very Lord.



A Gift for You
(Six talks drawn from the Holy Scriptures)

Each talk was presented by Tom Edwards in a
conference venue.  Each teaching is approximately
50 minutes in length.  These messages will lift your
spirit, strengthen your resolve and build your faith.

Absolutely free!  Just let us know and we will
send them post haste.  Contact us by mail, email,
or telephone.  All of our contact information is on
the back page of this newsletter.  Let us know
where you would like them sent.

 These six powerful talks are in MP3
format.  They will be sent to you on one CD.

    You can play these files on most any
computer.  Some new CD players will also
play them.  Easily transfer them to a USB
flash drive and play them on most new audio
systems in cars or entertainment centers.  Or,
use a regular MP3 player.

Six messages that are relevant to these difficult times.

 1.  Do Not be Afraid–Fear is the enemy of faith.  It is common to every person throughout
history.  Yet we hear the Word of God exhorting again and again “Do Not be Afraid”.---Learn the
secret to weathering life’s storms and getting to the other side.

2.  Standing with a God who Stays–Perseverance and steadfastness of faith can be difficult in
tumultuous times.  It’s only in fully knowing that our God is as “a solid rock and firm foundation” that
we take courage.

3.  The Great Invitation–In the daily whirlwind of activities which characterize our lives today, it
is easy to allow God to be crowded out.  Our religion is often relegated to the periphery.  The tendency
is to seek much needed rest for our souls in all the wrong ways.  In the midst of this, Jesus is crying
out for our return.

4.  Release of the Hidden Splendor–The manifest glory of God was released and experienced
in the Old Testament temple of Solomon.  What is the application and experience in present day life?

5.  Proclaiming Jesus as Lord---Millions are drowning in a “Culture of Death”.  Our last three Popes
have called for a New Evangelization. Being a Catholic leaves no option except to have a missionary heart.  What
is needed?  Not everyone is OK as is.  How do we meet the challenge before us?

6. Threads of Trial–Fabric of Life–-Take courage, find rest, and enjoy the venture of life.  The master
weaver uses every thread of life’s adventures, even the most difficult and trying times, to bring forth a tapestry
which only he could have purposed.

Itinerary
July 7-23–-Singida, Tanzania––––-Mission (Rallies and Workshops)–Our Renewal Ministries team is ready to go.  Because of the
COVID-19 crisis the country is basically closed.  Please pray that the doors will open as the Lord wills.

Tentative plans are on hold for an Asian country, and Slovakia.  Because of the crisis, our timing is flexible at the moment.

We continue to reach out via publications, Zoom prayer meetings, recordings, telephone and personal witness.

Free
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Dear Friends,
 The last couple of years we have experienced some significant attrition in our number of regular
Co-Missionary supporters.  It’s to be expected of course when a number of those supporters have been
standing with us for many years.  Now some have gone to their eternal reward. Some have lost a spouse or
because they have reached  the end of their working careers, they are just not able to continue with a previous
level of financial commitment. On our part, by God’s grace, we do not see a lessening in ministry opportunities.
     Would you please prayerfully consider a regular commitment of spiritual and financial support by
becoming a Co-Missionary with us.  We will keep you updated in our special quarterly letter to all
Co-Missonaries.  We also send a supply of addressed return envelopes as per your need.  We can also receive
your support via most credit cards using the Paypal link (above if you are on-line) , or go to the PayPal link
on our web page (see below). You do not need a PayPal account.—––––––––––––––––––––––-
—–https://goyetomedwards.wixsite.com/parishmission.   There you can make a tax deductible gift on a one
time basis or as a reoccurring amount according to your desire.  Donations of stock can be made through
our brokerage account.  Contact us for specifics.
—-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Tom & Jean Marie,
       Count on us to support the work with a donation of: _______Monthly_______Bimonthly__________Quarterly___________as able

Name:_________________________________Address____________________________________City________________________

State__________________Zip___________   Please mail to address below or email us.

Prayer Against Coronavirus

 Lord Jesus Christ, our Divine Physician, we ask you to guard
and protect us from Coronavirus COVID-19 and all serious illness.
For all that have died from it, have mercy; for those that are ill
now, bring healing.  For those searching for a remedy, enlighten
them; for medical caregivers helping the sick, strengthen and shield
them.  For those working to contain the spread, grant them success;
for those afraid, grant peace. May your precious blood be our
defense and salvation.  By your grace, may you turn the evil of
disease into moments of consolation and hope.  May we always
fear the contagion of sin more than any illness.  We abandon
ourselves to your infinite mercy.  Amen

Prayer courtesy -Pedro de la Cruz © 2020

To order holy cards with this and other COVID-19 prayers, please visit
 www.CatholicPrayerCards.org

https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=H3TUSQHX7M7NY
mailto:goyetomedwards@att.net
www.catholicevangelization.homestead.com
https://goyetomedwards.wixsite.com/parishmission

