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The prophet Amos speaks of those who
barely escaped the fiery destruction of
Sodom and Gomorrah, like a brand

plucked from the fire.  They were mercifully
spared by God and yet continued to rebel
against God . Perhaps it is this scenario that
Jude has in mind when he
writes: “On those who waver,
have mercy;  Save others by
snatching them out of the fire–
-(Jude v. 22-23).”  The whole
idea of eternal torment is
scoffed at by many.  Yet, the
holy scriptures make it
abundantly clear that there is such a thing as
hell.  Jesus described it as a place where the
worm never dies and the fire is never
quenched.  It is called “outer darkness” where
there is no light.
 Many would say, “Why would a loving
God send someone to hell?”  But that is the
wrong question.  The real question is: “Why
would anyone choose hell over a loving
God?”  The Lord clearly taught that there are
two ultimate destiny's.  The way of
“salvation” ends in heaven and eternal life.
The way of “condemnation” ends in hell and
eternal destruction.  The Lord Jesus enlisted
every believer to have a role in snatching

souls from the brink of destruction.  His
command is clear:  “Go into the whole world
and proclaim the good news to all creation.
The man who believes in it and accepts
baptism will be saved; the man who refuses
to believe in it will be condemned (Mark
16:15-16)”.

 Some would understand these words to
require of them a long and impossible journey
to a remote corner of the world, while others
might say this “proclaiming business” should
be left to professional clerics.
 Pope Paul IV addressed these
misunderstandings of the “Great
Commission” in his Apostolic Exhortation on
Evangelization in the Modern World
(Evangelii Nuntiandi).  This powerful

teaching reminds us that “the
church is born of the
evangelizing activity of Jesus
and the twelve.”  Again he
says, “Having been born
consequently out of being
sent, the church in her turn is
sent by Jesus---it is the whole

church that receives the mission to evangelize,
and the work of each individual member is
important to the whole.”  Indeed, a proper
understanding  of this spiritual imperative
brings us to the realization that evangelization
is the work of every believer.  It is for our
“present time” and our “present place”.  True
love of others means genuine concern  for the
well being of  others in this life and the life to
come.

For many Christians, the idea of actually
talking to someone about Jesus Christ seems
to be a very difficult or awkward task.  Fear
of rejection can be a real deterrent.  Who
amongst us really wants to appear to be
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foolish?  They might ask, “Isn’t it ok to just live a good
honest Christian life?  Won’t that speak for itself?
After all, I’m not hurting anyone.”  The following is a
few principles which may be  helpful.

THE WORDLESS WITNESS IS IMPORTANT
Of course the wordless witness is quite necessary

and the manner in which we live and conduct ourselves
will convey a very powerful and effective message.
Yet, this “wordless witness” in itself remains
insufficient.  People must know why the Christian acts
the way he does.  Why do they have an inner joy even
when circumstances are adverse?  Why do they really
love one another?  Why are they willing to forgive a
terrible offense?  Of course, the right  answer to these
questions is not just “why” but “who”.  It is a person
who is responsible and that person’s name is Jesus
Christ.  It is Jesus who gives real peace, real joy, and
real sacrificial love.  Evangelization means introducing
people to the person of Jesus.  The world needs to know
that there really is a living God and that he is merciful,
loving, forgiving, willing and able to manifest himself
in a wondrous way to those who will call upon His
name.  The Great Commission requires us to go beyond
the wordless witness and make a verbal proclamation
of Jesus Christ and his Good News for every individual.
Some appeal to a supposed quote from Sr. Francis of
Assisi––”Preach the gospel and when necessary use
words.”  The problem is that St. Francis never said that.
St. Francis preached all the time, even to the birds.*
As Scripture says ,“Venerate the Lord, that is, Christ,in
your hearts. Should anyone ask you the reason for this
hope of yours, be ever ready to reply, but speak gently
and respectfully. (I Pet. 3:15)”.

BUT, HOW DO I START?
It would be nice if we were provided with an easy

and concise formula for making converts.  Indeed,
many such attempts have been made, but only with
limited success.  It is possible however to glean some
general principles from the scriptures which are quite
applicable to most situations.  Perhaps we can explore
the various facets of an evangelistic encounter in the
life of a young man named Philip (Acts 8:26-38).
1.  HEAR AND OBEY—An angel of the Lord then
addressed himself to Philip:  “Head south toward the
road which goes from Jerusalem to Gaza, the desert
route.”  Philip began the journey (Acts 8:26)”.  Notice
that Philip received directives from the Lord.  He had
an ear tuned to divine guidance.  The Lord still directs
His people today.  He may speak to us through
scripture, a book, a person, or it may be a still quiet
voice from within.  The important thing is to be open
to hear Him.  If we truly seek to follow after the leading

of the Holy Spirit, we are well on our way to becoming
an instrument of righteousness in the hands of God.
Notice that Philip obeyed.  So also must we be ready
to respond in a positive manner when we sense the
Lord’s direction.
2.  DIVINE ENCOUNTER---It happened that an
Ethiopian Eunuch, a court official in charge of the
entire treasure of Candace (a name meaning Queen)
of the Ethiopians, had come on a pilgrimage to
Jerusalem and was returning home.  He was sitting in
his carriage reading the prophet Isaiah (Acts 8:27-28).
It is interesting to note that he who is obedient to Divine
guidance finds himself encountering the proper person
at the proper time.  The Eunuch obviously is being
stirred in heart as he searches for meaningful truth.
This we can deduct from the fact that he has made a
pilgrimage to the Holy City and has taken interest in
the Hebrew writings.  The Eunuch might be likened to
a field which has been plowed and made ready to
receive seed.  At the same time, God’s seed bearer
,Philip, has been sent forth to sow the seed of life.  At
the precise moment in time, the sower and the field are
brought together.  Those who are sensitive to Divine
direction in our day will quite likely find themselves
in similar encounters.  Thus, we begin to stand in awe
at the realization that a loving God calls each believer
to become a partner in sharing His redemptive plan.
3.  LEADING QUESTIONS—The spirit said to
Philip, “Go and catch up with that carriage.”  Philip
ran ahead and heard the man reading the prophet
Isaiah.  He said to him, “Do you really grasp what your
are reading?”  “How can I,” the man replied, “unless
someone explains it to me?”  With that he invited Philip
to get in and sit down beside him (Acts 8:29-31).  Philip
is still hearing and obeying the Spirit’s leading.  He is
called to aggressively pursue this one who is seeking
for truth and the meaning of life.  Personal
proclamation is active, not passive.  Philip asks a
leading question which opens up the dialogue.  Perhaps
God would have us ask some leading questions when
we find ourselves face to face with someone who is in
need of hearing the Good News.  If God arranges such
a situation, do not be surprised if they “open the door”
and ask further explanation.
     We must remember, God uses his people to snatch
souls back form the fire–-”Did you fail to rescue those
who were being dragged off to death, those tottering,
those near death, because you said, “We didn’t know
about it”? Surely, the Searcher of hearts knows and
will repay all according to their deeds. (Prov. 24:11-12)

*--St. Francis Used Words by Peter Herbeck



Above:  Jean Marie shares with the Sisters.  Right:  Some of the
Formation Team, Postulants, Novices and Junior Sisters who

participated in the Holy Spirit Retreat

After many months of the “travel drought” brought on by pandemic restrictions, we were really excited
about the invitation to present an in person  “Holy Spirit Retreat” for the Marian Sisters of  Lincoln,
Nebraska.  This wonderful community was founded by two Sisters who escaped from Brno,

Czechoslovakia, after working as nurses under the Nazi rule during World War II and later after the war under
the communistic regime.  When their Motherhouse was confiscated in 1950 by the Communist, they managed to
escape with the help of people involved in the underground.  They found refuge in Austria and began to work as
nurses in Innsbruck.  A Bishop in Lincoln, Nebraska, heard about them and invited them to come and help with
St. Thomas Orphanage which was facing a staffing crisis.  After many trials and immigration problems which
resulted in the Sisters being separated for two years. they were reunited and began their work at the orphanage.
Soon after, a new community was authorized by the Bishop in 1954.  We were greatly blessed by the hospitality
and witness of the older Sisters in the community who were fervently praying for the retreat.  The fruit of those
early sacrifices is manifest in the thriving community today.  The Sisters have established several missions and
schools.  They live according to the rule of St. Francis of Assisi and have Mary, our Blessed Mother as a beautiful
example and role model.  They are fully engaged in the apostolates of teaching, nursing, and social work.  The
freshness and vibrancy of the community is brilliantly reflected in the many young women who attended the Holy
Spirit Retreat.  What a joy it was to witness their open minds and hearts as they so eagerly sought to experience
more deeply the love and power of  the Holy Spirit and the charisms of the Spirit.  How uplifting it was to behold
the Holy Spirit come mightily in the midst of their lives.  Joyful worship, tears of gratitude, and  testimonies of
healing and transformation concluded our three day retreat.  All glory to Jesus, Lord of Lords, Baptizer in the
Holy Spirit, Healer and soon coming King.

Lenten Parish Mission

     Another high light of our Lenten season sprang out of an
invitation to present a three day Lenten Parish Mission for our
home parish of St. Anastasia in St. Augustine, FL.  The in-
person attendance, both morning and evening, reflected what
seemed to be a growing desire for spiritual growth and
devotion.  The event was live-streamed into homes also.
Some of our mission presentations and more are now
available in video on our new YouTube channel.  Access at
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCxxyVoj-
mYVu3_PrXzZ7R1Q

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCxxyVoj-mYVu3_PrXzZ7R1Q
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCxxyVoj-mYVu3_PrXzZ7R1Q
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Resurrection Joy
by Jean Marie

This past Lent was a reawaking for me.  Tom and I missed the gift and freedom of being able to do overseas
and local missions in 2020.  Not because we love traveling, but because of the joy we are blessed to experience
when we see our Lord move in His Love in the lives of others. Nothing can match that joy which is the presence
of our Lord Himself.  But this past Lent as we were presenting the Lenten Mission at our parish, we got to see
a glimpse of that Resurrection Joy.  We saw the deep hunger for the Lord and that desire to draw even closer
to Him in the sheer number of parishioners who attended.  They didn’t come to hear us.  They came out of
love for their Savior.  Even as the cold rains poured down, they came.  What joy in Heaven there must have
been!  And when we were with those beautiful Marian Sisters in Lincoln, their joy was uncontainable.  The
sacrifices they make for their Lord were overshadowed by their love for Him and their strong desire to bring
His Love and Joy to others. We couldn’t help but be drawn into that Resurrection Joy while we were with
them.

This Lent we were so blessed to see such love so alive in God’s people.  He reminded me that He is doing
beautiful, mighty things in the lives of His people and no virus or enemy can stop that Resurrection Joy that
only He can give.

Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us rid ourselves of every burden
and sin that clings to us and persevere in running the race that lies before us while keeping our eyes fixed on
Jesus, the leader and perfecter of faith.  For the sake of the joy that lay before him, he endured the cross,
despising its shame, and has taken his seat at the right of the throne of God.  Hebrews 12:1-3

Tom & Jean Marie
Edwards

 Do you miss gathering together with fellow believers in a small
venue that allows for spontaneous fellowship and sharing?  The Joyful
Family Prayer Group has been gathering once a week for
more than 45 years.  Presently we meet at the St. Augustine House
of Prayer on Monday evenings at 7:00 PM EST.  But we also ZOOM the
meeting.  So anyone on a computer device, Ipad, etc. can easily join us for a time of praise
and worship, intercessory prayer for each other’s needs, Bible study, and more.  This allows
people to join us from nearly anywhere while in the comfort of their own home.  HOW CAN
YOU JOIN ?

1. Sign up with Zoom.us                It’s free

2. Let us know you want to join us.  Send us an email with your preferred email address.  Each week you will
receive an email invitation.  Just clink on the link provided and we admit you to the meeting.  Really simple.

Prayer Request

 Once again we are making every effort to return to Tanzania this July
and conduct a Renewal Ministries mission event in the town of Singida
(central Tanzania).  International travel is still in somewhat of a turmoil.
We need your prayers that the Lord might open our way for this important
outreach.

Your support is Vital

  Your support is so important to sustaining this ministry.  If at all possible, please prayerfully
consider a financial gift this month.  You may use the enclosed envelope or see our PayPal link and
use  most any credit cards.  For all donations we are very grateful.  Send along your prayer request.
We pray for them daily.

https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=H3TUSQHX7M7NY
www.catholicevangelization.homestead.com
https://goyetomedwards.wixsite.com/parishmission

